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Why are the diploma requirements 

changing?

§ Our national economy has changed since the recession in 2008 
and future workers need a different set of skills.

§ The “one size fits all” diploma no longer prepares students for 
the demanding job market and emerging postsecondary 
opportunities that are not tested on a graduation exam.

§ Graduation Pathways allows students to individualize their high 
school education and experiences to align with their 
postsecondary goals.
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Current vs. Graduation Pathways

Current Diploma Requirements
§ Students must earn a certain 

number of credits (40 or 47).

§ Students must pass ISTEP+ in
English and Math.

§ Students can earn a variety of
diplomas (Core 40, Academic 
Honors, Technical Honors)

Graduation Pathways
§ Students will need to complete 

three different pathways to 
earn a diploma:

1. Satisfy credit requirements
(current diploma
requirements) AND,

2. Learn and demonstrate 
employability skills AND,

3. Demonstrate postsecondary-
ready competencies
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1. Requirements for a Diploma
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2. Exhibit Employability Skills

Students will need to demonstrate employability (soft) skills through 
ONE of the following applied learning experiences:

§ Project-based Learning OR,

§ Service-based Learning OR,

§ Work-based Learning

Some courses are automatic qualifiers, as are some experiences, 
but students will need to document this pathway through a portfolio 
or transcripted credit.



z 3. Demonstrate College- and Career-
Readiness

Students will need to fulfill ONE requirement from a list of postsecondary 
assessments or competencies. This includes:

§ Earning an Academic or Technical Honors Diploma OR,

§ Earning college-ready benchmarks on the SAT or ACT OR,

§ Earning a minimum AFQT score on the ASVAB OR,

§ Earning a state- and industry-recognized credential or certification OR,

§ Securing a federally-recognized Apprenticeship OR,

§ Completing Career-Technical Concentrators OR,

§ Earning AP (Advanced Placement) or Dual credits OR,

§ Completing a locally created pathway approved by the State Board of Education
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What Do I Need to Do Now?

§ Start conversations about strengths and weaknesses

§ Identify “passions” and explore ways to grow them

§ Look for ways to begin meaningful service projects and leadership 

opportunities

§ Begin thinking about career options

§ Research Walker Career Center

§ Develop a strong relationship with your students’ educational advocates 

(counselors, teachers, administrators) to design your individual pathway at the 

start of high school

§ Encourage strong school attendance and engagement

§ Understand that students will complete these at different times based on their 

course selections, activities, and work experiences
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Questions?


